To whom this may concern.
April 25,2021
7:32pm

Reason: To aid someone that's helped me shape myself for the better.

My name 1is Teddrick Batiste and I have been on Texas Death Row
almost 10 years. My second day at the Pdlunsky Unit, I recieved my
first disciplinary case and was sent to the administratiwve segration
part of the unit. At that time. I was 23 years old and mad at the
world for not understanding mjzypersonal beliefs and thought process.
When my time was up to make my custody level and get out of administrative
segregation, I was moved to B pod=50 cell. The following day. I was
allowed to have recreation and found myself in the dayroom infront
of an offender name Jones. At that time I was having a verbal debate
with the staff thattwas soon to lead me back into a situation 1 had
just gotten out of. As the offer walked off. leaving me to battle
myself and loose to my pride. I heard Jones tell me,'it aint worth
it youngsta! 7t was then that:l would have a conversation with a man
thatds been in my shoes. taken them off and put them back on, in his
past. Jones is more relatable to me in more visual ways than I was
willing to accept. as we come from the same broken society of young
and thoughtless teenagers and voung men. Through conversations with
Jones, i've develpoed a better relationship with the mother of my
son and to understand the things that intrest my son better. just
those simple things that I feltwawere not the most valuable things.
It was Jones that put pictures to everything he told me, seeing that's
the only way I would understand what he told me. I grew up around

guys that gave me what thev knew and shaped me the way they were shaped.

As I communicated with Jones. he tought me that in order to heal myself
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really are no words to desceibe the stability and growth these cells
will help one come to. you just have to watch the person. Sometimes,
we really don't understand the hurt in our wrong. until someone shows
us. Jones also showed me that to some of us black teenagers. prison
is our summer camp. He said that it's where we develope people skills,

learnign skills and also it seporatés you from your difference., it

can pick on you and bring yvou down as well. but it's a place we get

structure from. you just have to develope a reason for your vision.

- I hope my actions deseribed as words help in -their best intent
and whoever is reading this understands that at some point. we must

love the broken ones raised by the broken ones. Peace be unto you.

Teddrick Batiste!l#999568





